Term 1 - Week 3

18th February 2022
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Enriching, Encouraging, Empowering

Message from The Principal
I have just spent three awesome days at school camp. I was very pleased that we were
able to go ahead with this experience for our Year 6 students. The weather was excellent
and we were able to complete all of the activities planned. Lots of children tried things they
were nervous or even scared about, especially the zip line and some of the water activities.
It is always great to see the sense of achievement on their faces when they overcome their
worries, give it go and come back for more. I got to shoot a number of children with
paintballs and visa versa. I think they may have enjoyed targeting me a little too much.
A special thank you to all of the parents who gave up their time and came on camp. What
an awesome bunch and our children benefited greatly from your enthusiasm and patience.
I hope that you also got lots of great memories from this time.
While our Year 6 students were out on camp our Year 5’s took part in activity week and they
will be providing some information about this also in todays newsletter. From talking with
he teachers and parents this was also very successful.
Our students have all returned to their bubbles back at school today as we continue with
our health and safety procedures. We are maintaining separation between groups of
children and staff as a way of minimising disruption that could be caused by any covid
cases. While this is hard for some children who like to play with a wider group of friends, it
is necessary at this time. The safety of your children is our top priority. I would like to
assure you that the school has detailed plans in place and should we get a case here, you
will be notified with the details as quickly as possible directly from the school.
After having been away for three days it was exciting to see the obvious progress on our
building project. With big piles of gib board now inside the classrooms it looks like they are
nearly ready to start putting the rooms back together. All going to plan we are expecting to
be back in the Melville block before the end of this term.

Chris McKinlay
Principal
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Activity Week

This year we had activity week the rst thing the year ves did was going to Outram Glen creating rafts
out of tyres, it was very fun. We went on the long walk everyone was very tired .
The next activity was the marine centre. The people there taught us a lot about animals and sea
creatures. We got to touch and look at the animals .
The last but not least, Quarantine Island. We caught a boat to the island. When we got there we had
some morning tea. We packed up our lunch boxes and did a treasure hunt. After that everyone got a
pack of mentos. Finally we caught the boat back and went on the long bus drive back to school.
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By Liam G. and Mila D.
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Outram glen was on Tuesday for both Group A and Group B. It was really fun. We made some rafts using old bus tyres
and string. The rafts oated nicely down the stream . Then we went on the bush walk where it led us to the other bit of
the stream where most of us tried skimming stones. Outram Glen was fun. Then we went to the Marine Centre in
Portobello which was for Group A. We had a tour around the lab area from Elle & Saskia, two marine centre workers.
We then did this activity where we put the bowls with sea animals into groups of different species. Then we did the
touch tank where we picked up some sea stars/star sh then we went down to the shore to look for a list of things to
nd. The marine centre was really fun. Then nally on Thursday we went to Quarantine Island. We rst had a talk to
Megan the island keeper. We asked some questions, then we had morning tea, then had a play, then we did a really
cool treasure hunt around the island in which we were in groups. We went past the church it was man made it reminded
me of a boat. Then we went to the cemetery where there was one big gravestone of the Dougalls then another
gravestone for Mr.Williams - the islands rst island keeper. On the way out we dipped our feet in a bowl of water
because it's the maori tradition. Then we came back to the playground and had some lunch then a play then we had a
talk with Gareth, Megan's husband about the past of Quarantine Island. It is the heart of an old volcano, did you
know? We then went down to Racheal the boat driver and drove back to the boat. Quarantine Island was really fun.
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By Bowie Gallop
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Activity Week

Camp
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On Tuesday morning all of the year 6 students went to Camp Waihola. They
took the bus to get there and the weather was beautiful. All of the kids got
put into bunk rooms and activity groups, and took part in many different
activities. There were so many fun activities we got to do them all! There was
kayaking, sailing, archery, air ri es, slingshot paintball, search and rescue, a
water slide and a ying fox! The ying fox and waterslide were super long! It
was so much fun. On the rst night we had lasagna for dinner, it was delicious.
On the second night we had nacho’s. In the end everyone wanted to stay
longer because they had had an amazing time!
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Camp

At camp waihola We did some awesome activities
that were,ziplining,kayaking,sailing,archery,air
ri es,paintball, Water slide and we also got the
chance to do search and rescue with Constable
Emily
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By Georgia D
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Rata Hub

The Rata Hub has been very busy these last few weeks with swimming
lessons and getting settled in to Term one. We have been doing lots of
Art activities to beautify our class with lots of colour. We now have a
cottage library in our hub and we are really enjoying using it. We also
wrote some statements about our values at Elmgrove school and reated
a Wharenui to put them in. We will be starting our Reading groups next
week which we are really looking forward to. Thanks to all those people
who donated games and jigsaw puzzles to our hub. They are
being well used each day before school.
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Construction update
All the gib has been delivered and is sitting ready to go up. The big opening
and framing in the toilets is now complete and holes have been cut for
external doors to go in.
We are all on track for this project to be completed this term.
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Important dates - (mark these on your calendar)

Term 1
Wednesday 2nd Feb - Thursday 14th April
Term 2
Monday 2nd May - Friday 8th July
Term 3
Monday 25th July - Friday 30th Sept
Term 4
Monday 17th Oct - Wednesday 14th Dec

Reporting Absences
We have several ways for parents to advise that a child is not attending school
1.
2.
3.
4.

Use the Skool Loop App (Download this in your App Store)
Ring and leave an absence on phone line. 03-489 6252
Text - 0274622920
Email of ce@elmgrove.school.nz
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Please make sure your absence is sent by 9.00 am
Also, please advise the of ce if your child is going to be away on holiday or
away for an extended period.

LOCAL ICON
820 feet Carpark to
Summit

“Makamaka”

UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY
Just under
3 kms
Return Trip

SADDLE
HILL
When: Sunday 27th February 2022
Where: Entrance via McMaster Road
Time: 9.30 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Register:
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/
saddlehill-hike-tickets-240571976257

Food and drinks available
Private farm land so sorry
no dogs
All proceeds to:
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