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We are now into winter and while the weather has produced some cold starts but great days 
recently we know that more ice and maybe even snow could be just around the corner.  It is this 
time of the year that I remind you that the Otago Principal association makes the decision to 
close schools or delay starts around the greater Dunedin area on days where weather conditions 
are considered unsafe for children and teachers to get to school.  Sometimes this is not obvious 
out here on the Taieri but it can be quite treacherous on the hill suburbs where some of our staff 
live.  On days when school will start late or gets closed for the day we notify parents via our 
facebook page and using the skool loop app.  it is important that you have access to these 
communication portals.  I highly recommend that all families download the skool loop app onto 
their phones.  This app is available for free from the app store for both apple and android phones. 
Having this app will allow you to get text notifications from the school, submit student absences, 
read our notices and newsletters via your phone.  If you do not yet have this service please look 
into this and ensure you allow notifications.   

Some time next week we would expect to move into Alert level one.  This will mean we again 
evaluate our school procedures.  I am yet to hear from the Ministry the specific details but it is 
most likely that we will return to more normal practice with parents being allowed on site and the 
ability to restart assemblies and lunch orders.  I will have more information for you on this next 
week when announcements have been made.  We know the last few weeks have been a little 
different for many with parents remaining outside the school gates.  We look forward to you being 
able to move more freely within the school but I encourage you to build on some of the 
independence that this time has created for your children and continue to encourage them to 
bring their own bags and belongings into school.  For some of you I am sure you will look forward 
to coming into school more often while others may stick with the routine of dropping at the 
school gate for a quick transition.  I know that the gate teachers have commented on enjoying 
welcoming children into school each day.  Thank you for you patience and willingness to follow 
these guidelines. 

Have a good weekend 

Chris McKinlay 
Principal
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Matai’s Bees 

Xavier
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We are excited that both before and after school care have resumed. While 
we have on record the days children were attending last term we would 
appreciate it if parents could email Irene with confirmation that they want the 
same hours this term or changes to their care requirements. If your child/ren 
is not attending the programme until Level 1 or until further notice could you 
please also let us know. This can be done by 
emailing irenec@elmgrove.school.nz. 
If you have not used our programme this year and require this service you 
can register your children by going to the school website and using the 
register your child link for Kids West or follow this link Enrolment link.
While we are at Alert Level 2 children will not be using the tablet to sign in or 
out. This will be done by staff. We ask that parents wait at the hall gate when 
they come to pick up children and the children will be brought to you. You are 
invited to text Irene 027 696 1240 to let her know you have arrived in case 
staff do not see you waiting.

It is VERY important that PARENTS (not children) let us know if they are 
booked into after school care but are NOT attending on the day. If your 
child/ren are NOT BOOKED in and you would like to use this service you 
need to make sure you have communicated this to us! Accurate numbers are 
very important to enable us to get our staffing ratios correct. It is also an 
important SAFETY consideration so that we know to look for children who 
may be running late or have not yet shown up. 
If there are any changes to your daily enrolment please let Irene or the office 
know before 12pm! If you do not notify us of a cancellation you will be 
charged for 1 hours care, as staff have already been organised.

Scooters, skateboards and bikes (with helmets) are welcome at Before and 
After School Care. If your child/ren like colouring in and drawing could they 
please bring their own felt pens and/or colouring pencils. We look forward to 

seeing you all back 

Thanks Irene. 

Kids West  
Important Information
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Games are played on a Wednesday Starting 17th June
 
 
Mini Sticks:Years 3&4, Modified field-6 a-side games - held at the McMillan 
Turf.

Kiwi Sticks:Years 5&6, Modified field-6 a-side games - held at McMillan 
Turf, Queens or Taieri.

Cost is approximately
Year 3/4 - $40-$50
Year 5/6 - $45-$55

Please note each team will require a Coach / Parental supervision at the 
games.

If your child is interested in playing this year please follow the link below to 
register

Hockey Registrations 2020

Thanks 

Taylar Renalson

Hockey Registration

https://forms.gle/srJhVwFuean8iR9N9
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Entertainment Books

Orders Open
Contact: Adele Cuddie 021311279 

adelesmail@gmail.com



…Whats coming up at ElmGrove. 

Important dates  - (mark these on your calendar) 

*Please note there have been quite a few cancelations, Let's hope we can fill up our 
calendar again soon.  

Week  9 -  8th June - 14th June 
12th June   Scholastic  Orders due back 
Week  10 -  15th June - 21st June 
16th June   Board of Trustees Meeting 
Week  11 -  22nd June - 28th June 

Week  12 -  29th June - 5th July 
3rd July Last day of Term 2 

Reporting Absences 
We have several ways for parents to advise that a child is not attending school

1. Use the Skool Loop App (Download this in your App Store)
2. Ring and leave an absence on phone line. 03-489 6252
3. Text - 0274622920
4. Email office@elmgrove.school.nz 

Please make sure your absence is sent by 9.00 am
Also, please advise the office if your child is going to be away on holiday or away 

for an extended period.
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